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REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES. 


To  His  Excellency  Edward  F.  Noyes,  Governor  of  Ohio  : 

It  gives  us  great  pleasure,  in  presenting  our  annual  report,  to  be  able  to 
say  that  the  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  has  had  another 
year  of  prosperity.  No  general  sickness  has  prevailed  among  the  pupils, 
and  their  health  has  been  very  good,  and  no  complaints  have  been  made 
of  any  part  of  its  management.  The  educational  department  has  not 
only  been  kept  up  to  the  former  standard,  but  under  the  intelligent  and 
faithful  labors  of  our  present  Superintendent,  Mr.  George  L.  Smead,  it  has 
been  gradually  improved,  so  as  now  to  be  almost  equal  to  the  education 
of  children  of  equal  opportunities  and  capacity  in  other  public  schools  of 
the  State.  We  take  pleasure  in  calling  especial  attention  to  his  exceed- 
ingly interesting  and  practical  report,  herewith  submitted,  and  to  ask  for 
all  his  suggestions  a careful  consideration. 

The  report  of  the  Steward,  Mr.  George  W.  Heyl,  herewith  submitted, 
shows  the  economic  management  of  this  institution  for  the  past  year,  and 
is  a valuable  document  for  the  study  of  the  domestic  economy  of  State 
institutions.  These  reports  have  been  made  for  years  in  the  same  man- 
ner ; that  is.  by  stating  the  aggregate  of  the  several  items  of  food  and 
supplies  used,  and  exhibit  some  very  curious  results  as  to  the  kinds  and 
relative  cost  of  the  several  articles  of  food  used  in  such  institutions.  The 
expenses  for  the  past  year  are  larger  than  in  former  years,  but  this  is 
explained  by  the  increased  amount  ot  coal  purchased  in  anticipation  of 
its  use  for  the  new  building,  and  for  some  items  of  labor  expense  caused 
by  the  new  building. 

We  regret  that  we  are  not  able  to  report  that  the  new  building  is  ready 
for  occupancy.  We  have  exerted  all  our  influence  to  hasten  the  work  to 
completion,  and  our  architect,  Mr.  William  Tinsley,  and  his  assistant,  Mr. 
Thomas  Tinsley,  have  used  every  power,  personal  and  legal,  that  they 
could  bring  to  bear  advantageously  upon  such  of  the  contractors  as  are 
in  default ; but  with  it  all,  they  have  found  it  almost  impossible  to  get  the 
work  done  promptly.  The  demand  for  mechanical  labor  has  been  so 
great  that  it  was  exceedingly  difficult  for  those  willing  to  comply  with 
their  contracts  to  do  so;  and  those  who  were  inclined  to  disregard  their 
contract  obligations  to  be  prompt  have  kept  the  work  of  the  State  back 
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for  those  times  when  there  was  no  press  for  private  work.  The  financial 
panic  has  now  given  us  some  advantage  on  account  of  our  cash  resources, 
and  we  have  used  it  to  hasten  up  the  work.  We  now  hope  to  be  able  to 
occupy  the  new  building  in  a month  or  two,  unless  there  should  be  some 
new  obstacle  in  so  doing. 

Annexed  to  our  last  report  was  a very  full  description  of  the  new  build- 
ing, by  our  architect.  The  building  is  now  so  far  advauccd  that  it  speaks 
for  itself.  We  invite  the  members  of  the  new  Legislature  to  visit  and 
inspect  it  in  person,  and  judge  for  themselves  of  its  adaptation  to  its  pro- 
posed use,  and  of  its  comparatively  low  cost.  We  have  endeavored 
earnestly  to  restrict  the  expenditures  for  this  new  building  to  the 
original  estimates,  and  have  avoided,  as  much  as  possible,  all  changes  in 
the  plans  as  the  building  progressed  ; but  there  have  been  improvements 
suggested  as  the  work  advanced,  and  wherever  we  have  been  satisfied 
that  these  were  for  the  advantage  of  the  State,  in  securing  more  conven- 
ient or  safer  arrangements,  we  have  submitted  such  changes  to  the  proper 
authorities,  and,  with  their  approval,  have  authorized  them.  The  last 
Legislature  authorized  us  to  pay  fifteen  thousand  dollars  for  additions  and 
improvements  introduced  into  the  new  building,  to  complete  the  same, 
and  to  improve  the  ground,  in  part,  in  addition  to  certain  specific  matters 
set  forth  in  the  general  appropriation  act.  As  we  bring  our  work  to  a 
close,  we  find  that  many  of  the  contractors  have  claims  for  extra  work. 
Some  of  these  claims  are.  highly  equitable,  arising  from  a difference  of 
opinion  between  the  contractor  and  architect  as  to  the  scope  and  meaning 
of  the  specifications  in  some  matters,  and  some  result  from  alleged  omis- 
sions in  computations  on  which  the  original  bids  were  made.  We  find 
that  from  Hie  very  nature  of  things  it  is  almost,  if  not  entirely,  impossi- 
ble for  any  specifications  of  so  large  a building,  where  no  similar  one  is 
followed,  to  be  so  made  in  the  beginning  as  to  cover  all  needed  works 
and  material,  without  using  such  general  terms  and  requirements  as  pre- 
vent a contractor  from  fully  understanding  and  considering  all  the  work  ' 
and  material  required  under  such  general  language.  Consequently,  th 
contractor  is  obliged  by  bis  contract  to  do  many  things  he  did  not  fully 
estimate,  or  the  building  must  be  left  imperfect.  In  all  cases,  we  have 
insisted  upon  the  contractor  performing  all  requisite  work,  and  furnish- 
ing all  materials  necessary  to  complete  his  part  of  the  building,  as  our 
contracts  are  in  gross  for  each  kind  of  work,  and  they  have  all  done  so. 
We  now  say  to  the  State,  as  its  agents,  that  some  of  these  requirements 
have  been  exceedingly  hard  upon  the  contractors,  audit  is  but  just  that 
some  one  should  have  authority  to  investigate  such  cases,  and  relieve 
against  any  injustice,  if  such  is  found  to  exist ; not,  however,  to  open  up 
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or  affect  any  contract  in  any  other  respect.  Such  power,  however,  should 
be  very  cautiously  given. 

We  understand  that  there  will  stand  to  the  credit  of  our  new  building 
about  six  thousand  dollars,  after  paying  for  all  the  wo  k now  ordered  or 
necessary  to  be  done  to  complete  it.  The  Legislature  might  authorize 
this  Board  or  some  other  to  adjust  any  claims  of  the  character  above  de- 
scribed and  as  above  discussed,  in  all  not  to  exceed  such  balance  as  may 
remain  after  fully  completing  the  building. 

We  ask  for  further  appropriations  to  complete  the  grading  and  fencing 
of  the  grounds,  and  for  such  offices,  stables,  etc.,  as  may  be  needed. 

We  also  respectfully  renew  our  suggestion,  that  it  is  necessary,  in  our 
opinion,  for  the  proper  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  present  grounds  of  our 
institution  and  of  the  new  building,  that  the  State  should  purchase  the 
three  acres  of  ground  belonging  to  George  M.  Parsons,  Esq.,  and  lying  on 
the  north-west  corner  of  the  present  grounds.  This  lot  is  necessary  to 
connect  or  extend  the  present  grounds  to  Town  street,  and  give  a beautiful 
entrance  to  the  premises.  The  last  Legislature  was  favorable  to  this  pur- 
chase, but  owing  to  the  very  large  demands  on  the  treasury  for  new  build- 
ings, it  was  deferred  until  the  end  of  the  session,  and  then  defeated  for 
wautof  time.  We  understand  that  Mr.  Parsons  is  still  willing  to  sell  this 
lot  to  the  State  on  fair  terms,  aud  we  trust  it  may  be  purchased.  There 
are  several  acres  of  the  grounds  belonging  to  this  institution  that  could  be 
spared,  lying  east,  of  the  lauds  proprosed  to  be  purchased,  And  by  ju- 
dicious management  might  be  made  to  pay  most  of  the  cost  of  the  Par- 
sons lot.  However  this  may  be,  we  think  his  lot  should  be  secured  before 
it  is  subdivided  and  sold  to  several  owners,  who  may  at  once  build  on 
their  lots,  and  thus  seriously  injure  the  institution  in  many  ways. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  the  investigating  committee  of 
which  Mr.  Ball  was  chairman  had  their  attention  directed,  among  other 
things,  to  our  institution.  Upon  complaint  of  some  of  the  contractors,  the 
architect,  Mr.  Wm.  Tinsley  (who  was  not  p >pular  with  them  because  he 
exacted  strict  performance  of  their  contracts),  was  subjected  to  a very 
severe  examinination.  His  relation  to  one  contract  was  severely  crit- 
icised in  the  report,  and  an  opinion  expressed  by  the  committee,  from  the 
evidence  they  had  taken,  that  a certain  wall,  which  had  exhibited  some 
defect,  had  not  been  prop  rly  secured  by  the  iron  supports  devised  by  Mr. 
Tinsley  to  secure  it.  In  regard  to  this  last  matter,  we  regret  that  the  com- 
mittee did  not  examine  the  supports  themselves,  instead  of  relying  on  theo- 
retical opinions,  for  it  appears  now  that  the  support,  are  ample.  They  have 
been  in  their  place  eight  or  ten  months,  and  the  walls  has  been  plastered 
four  or  five  months  and  yet  there  is  not  the  slightest  appearance  of  any 
urthersubsidenceor  defectin  this  wall.  We  believe  it  to  be  entirely  secure- 
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As  to  the  contract  for  which  he  was  blamed,  we  leel  compelled,  in 
justice  to  Mr.  Tinsley,  to  say  that  what  was  done  in  that  behalf  was  done 
by  express  direction  of  this  Board.  We  were  informed  by  Mr.  Tinsley, 
when  we  opened  the  bids  lor  that  work, that  he  was  informed  that  oue  of 
his  sons  (not  the  one  assisting  as  architect)  was  interested  in  the  bid, 
although  his  name  did  not  appear,  and  that  he  would  be  very  glad  if  we 
would  for  that  reason  reject  the  bid.  We  answered,  that  as  it  was  the 
lowest  bid,  we  had  no  right  to  reject  it.  We  thereupon  accepted  it.  The 
bid  was  made  in  the  same  form  and  on  the  same  basis  as  the  competing 
bids,  for  a certain  amount  of  woi  k in  bulk.  We  have  carefully  avoided 
making  contracts  by  measurement.  In  most  cases,  particularly  in  the  larger 
contracts,  this  plan  has  proved  of  great  advantage  to  the  State  in  pre 
venting  constructive  measurements  after  the  work  is  done.  In  this  case, 
it  appears  that  the  work  done  fell  short  of  the  estimated  amount.  It 
would  have  done  so  had  any  of  the  other  bids  been  accepted,  for  the 
amount  of  work  was  specific,  and  was  not  changed  after  the  contract  was 
made.  If  there  was  any  wrong  in  this  matter,  either  as  to  the  method  of 
making  the  contract  or  the  persons  to  whom  it  was  awarded,  the  blame 
should  have  attached  to  the  Trustees  who  acted  in  this  matter,  and  so  it 
was  explained  to  the  committee.  They,  however,  blamed  Mr.  Tinsley 
in  their  report  in  both  these  matters,  and  thus  rellected  injuriously  upon 
his  skill  and  integrity.  As  we  have  confidence  in  both,  after  ample  oppor- 
tunity as  we  think,  to  form  a correct  opinion,  we  desire  to  thus  record 
that  opinion. 

We  find  from  the  several  reports  herewith  submitted  that  the  several 

sums  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  for  this  institution  areas  follows: 

Current  expenses  §£1,000  00 

Salaries  8,512  50 

$31,512  50 

Furnishing  new  building $8,504  50 

Grading  cisterns,  &c 11,208  44 

New  building  contracts. so 203  74 

There  is  enough  to  tin*  credit  of  rhe  new  building,  we  think,  to  com- 
plete the  same. 

We  need  a partial  appropriation  for  cut  rent  expenses  and  salaries,  as 
soon  as  possible,  viz: 


Current  expenses $20,000  00 

Salases 9,000  ()0 

We  need,  to  complete  the  grading  of  roadways,  &e  , of  the  grounds..  $8,500  00 

Three  cisterns 4,000  00 

For  new  gateways,  &c “ s’oOO  00 

For  fences  and  buildings 

Three  acres  of  ground 22  000  00 

Respectfully  submitted,  HENRY  C.  NOBLE, 

FRANCIS  C.  SESSIONS, 
JOHN  II.  RODGERS, 

* Trustees. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  Trustees  : 

Gentlemen  : The  institution  under  your  care  lias  attained  its  usual 
degree  of  success  during  the  past  year.  The  number  has  been  nearly 
the  same.  The  last  term  closed  June  25.  The  whole  attendance  for  the 
term  was  114.  The  monthly  average  was  105  — six  more  than  the  pre- 
vious term.  Twenty-three  new  pupils  were  admitted. 

The  present  term  commenced  September  17.  Up  to  this  time  101  have 
been  enrolled.  Fourteen  of  these  are  former  pupils,  resuming  their 
studies  after  an  absence  of  a year  or  more.  Twelve  are  new  pupils.  As 
the  house  is  as  full  as  it  ought  to  be,  10  or  12  applicants  are  waiting  for 
the  completion  of  the  new  building.  The  number  present  during  the 
j ear  ending  November  15  was  141.  Of  these  35  were  new  pupils.  Of  this 
latter  number  27  became  blind  from  disease  and  8 from  injury.  Six  were 
congenital  cases.  Of  diseases  as  reported  there  were,  cataract,  3;  spotted 
fever,  1;  ulceration  of  cornea,  1 ; special  diseases  not  reported  in  the  other 
cases.  Of  the  same  number  22  are  totally  blind  and  13  partially  so.  Also, 
5,  or  one-seventh  of  the  number,  were  so  feeble  in  intellect  as  to  be  unable 
to  learn  by  our  methods,  and  were  sent  to  their  homes  after  a fair  trial. 
This  is  an  unusually  large  proportion,  but  it  shows  that  there  must  be 
quite  a number  who  are  too  weak  in  mind  to  be  profited  by  our  methods 
here,  yet  who  need  care  and  attention.  Possibly  some  such  cases  might 
have  received  benefit  if  taken  young  enough. 

We  have  the  same  corps  of  teachers  and  officers  as  last  year.  The 
course  of  study  last  term  consisted  of  music  in  all  its  departments,  and 
tlie  English  studies  pursued  in  our  common  and  high  schools.  This  term 
we  are  giving  special  attention  to  language  and  object  lessons,  subjects 
which  need  to  be  specially  taught  to  the  blind.  They  are  shut  out  from 
the  sight  of  thousands  of  things  which  the  seeing  view  at  a glance ; hence 
objects  need  to  be  presented  and  described,  so  that  they  may  have  an 
intelligent  knowledge  of  them.  The  spelling,  meaning,  and  use  of  words 
should  be  also  specially  taught  to  the  blind,  because  they  do  not  have 
the  opportunity  of  learning  such  things  in  their  daily  observation.  If  the 
seeing  child  needs  from  its  infancy  systematic  training  in  a kindergarten, 
much  more  does  a blind  child  need  watchful  attention  when  very  young, 
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that  it  may  avoid  bad  habits,  and  be  led  to  develop  its  powers  fully  and 
harmoniously.  As  we  are  now  permitted  by  law  to  admit  pupils  as  young 
as  six  years  of  age,  I think  that  we  should  look  forward  to  forming  a 
department  like  the  kindergarten,  in  which  such  games,  employments 
and  studies  should  be  pursued  as  are  adapted  to  the  condition  of  our 
youngest  blind  children. 

The  employments  taught  to  the  females  last  term  were  knitting,  machine 
and  hand  sewing,  bead-work,  broom-making  and  cane-seating ; to  the 
males,  broom  making,  cane-seating  and  mattress-making.  The  pupils  are 
making  the  bedding  for  the  new  house,  so  far  as  practicable.  They  have 
made  mattresses,  sheets,  comforts,  etc.,  and  with  some  assistance  will 
complete  enough  for  our  use  by  the  time  the  new  house  is  ready  for  occu- 
pancy. We  had  hoped  to  be  in  the  new  house  before  this,  that  we  might 
be  able  to  carry  out  at  once  our  plans,  so  long  cherished,  for  the  increased 
"usefulness  of  the  institution.  We  have  tried  to  improve  as  much  as  pos- 
sible in  our  appliances  and  methods,  but  our  restricted  accommodations 
and  lack  of  apparatus  have  hindered  somewhat. 

In  erecting  a beautiful  and  commodious  building,  in  expending  money 
lor  sustenance,  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  main  object,  namely,  that 
this  is  an  institution  for  the  education  of  the  blind.  It  should  be  con- 
sidered a part  of  the  common  school  system  of  the  State  just  as  much  as 
the  schools  of  Cincinnati  or  Cleveland.  It  is  not  an  asylum  to  which  the 
blind  are  brought  merely  to  be  kept,  but  a school  for  educating  them  in 
morals,  science,  music,  employments,  and  all  that  pertains  to  manhood 
and  womanhood.  In  the  use  of  our  improved  accommodations  this  should 
be  kept  in  mind,  that  ve  shall  have  the  opportunity  of  improving  the 
methods  of  educating  the  blind,  and  to  apply  modern  improvements,  so 
far  as  possible,  and  also  that  to  do  this  effectually  we  shall  need  addi- 
tional apparatus  to  illustrate  the  different  departments  of  study,  and 
instruments  to  make  the  music  department  more  efficient.  Indeed,  such 
instruments  are  a necessary  part  of  the  appaiatus  of  an  institution  for 
the  education  of  the  blind.  I therefore  recommend  that  an  appropriation 
be  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature  to  pur- 
chase an  organ  for  the  chapel,  and  several  additional  pianos.  I am 
anxious  to  have  it  done  now  that  there  may  be  no  delay  in  making  the 
music  department  as  efficient  as  possible.  The  success  of  our  graduates 
as  musicians  warrants  a special  outlay  for  this  department.  There  are 
at  least  forty  bliud  persons  who  have  been  connected  with  this  institu- 
tion, personally  known  to  me,  who  have  succeeded  as  music  teachers,  per- 
formers, and  dealers  in  musical  instruments.  There  must  be  many  more, 
unknown  to  me,  who  have  also  succeeded  well.  The  average  income  of 
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twelve  music  teachers  recently  heard  from  is  $480.16.  The  highest  is 
$1,500.  One  dealer  in  instruments,  a man  totally  blind,  has  an  income 
of  $2,000. 

During  last  year  I issued  circulars  to  former  pupils  to  ascertain  their 
success  iu  obtaining  a livelihood,  and  in  what  employment  they  succeed 
best.  I presume  that  many  did  not  receive  the  circulars,  owing  to  change 
of  iesidence.  Of  broom-makers  heard  from,  the  average  income  was 
$243.41.  Of  those  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  and  agencies,  the  aver- 
age was  $704.28.  Of  those  engaged  as  music  teachers,  etc.,  as  stated 
above.  Comparatively  few  were  heard  from,  but  enough  to  show  what 
may  be  done  by  all,  if  opportunity  is  given,  and  the  employment  pursued 
with  energy. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  the  institution  should  be  in  communication 
with  the  former  pupils,  so  that  we  may  know  how  they  are  succeeding, 
and  iu  what  occupations  they  are  engaged.  The  information  thus  secured 
will  be  of  assistance  to  the  managers  of  the  institution  in  determining 
what  employments  are  best.  It  is  true  that  we  have  the  experience  of 
blind  persons  of  this  and  other  States,  and  also  the  knowledge  of  edu 
cators  of  the  blind  everywhere,  still  we  should  have  information  from  all 
possible  sources,  so  that  we  may  promptly  avail  ourselves  of  any  improve- 
ments that  may  be  suggested  by  the  experience  of  the  blind  who  are  iu 
actual  business.  I would  request,  therefore,  all  former  pupils  of  this 
institution  to  report  each  year,  before  the  15th  of  November,  their  resi- 
dence, employment  and  earnings,  or  if  the  exact  earnings  cannot  be  given, 
state  whether  sufficient  for  self-support.  Any  other  information  of  inter- 
est may  be  added  as  experience  may  suggest.  The  object  is  to  make  use 
of  the  facts  thus  obtained  for  the  benefit  of  the  blind. 

Hitherto  we  have  depended  upon  the  spontaneous  application  of  pupils 
and  their  friends  to  give  us  information  in  regard  to  blind  persons  proper 
to  be  admitted  to  the  institution,  and  in  that  wray  the  house  has  been 
constantly  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity.  But  now,  as  the  accommodations, 
are  about  to  be  enlarged,  it  is  desirable  to  ascertain  the  residence,  age 
and  condition  of  all  blind  children  eligible  to  admission  to  the  institution. 
To  that  end  I would  ask  the  assistance  of  members  of  the  Legislature,  of 
superintendents  and  teachers  of  schools,  of  clergymen,  physicians  and 
lawyers,  and  of  all  persons  of  influence  throughout  the  State.  The  facts 
needed  are  as  stated  above : residence,  age,  mental  and  physical  condition 
of  any  blind  children  or  adults  who  have  not  been  connected  with  this 
institution.  In  some  instances  persuasion  may  be  ueeded  to  induce 
parents  to  part  with  their  blind  children,  even  for  the  great  blessing  that 
au  education  may  be  to  them. 
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By  the  Steward’s  report  it  will  be  seen  that  our  expenses  for  provisions 
are  less  than  the  previous  year.  Yet  our  whole  curreut  expenses  are 
greater.  This  is  owiug  to  increased  amounts  needed  in  the  partial  use  of 
the  new  building.  We  were  obliged  to  expend,  for  labor  of  engineer  and 
others,  thirteen  hundred  dollars  more  than  usual.  We  have  also  purchased, 
and  paid  for,  about  three  times  the  amount  of  coal  commonly  needed  in 
the  old  house,  iu  anticipation  of  our  increased  necessities.  The  most  of 
that  coal  is  still  on  hand.  Other  incidental  expenses  have  been  necessarily 
incurred,  which  would  not  have  been  needed  in  the  old  house  alone. 
Subtracting  these  extras,  the  current  expenses  for  the  year  are  less  than 
the  previous  year. 

In  behalf  of  the  blind  who  have  received,  and  are  receiving,  the  benefits 
of  the  institution,  1 would  express  thanks  to  you,  to  the  Legislature, 
and  to  the  people  of  Ohio,  for  the  privileges  granted  in  the  past  and 
anticipated  in  the  future. 

May  God  continue  to  bless  this  institution,  and,  through  it,  the  blind 
of  Ohio. 

G.  L.  Smead,  Superintendent. 
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STATISTIC  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

The  following  chapter  is  inserted  each  year  with  the  necessary  additions 
for  the  convenience  of  those  who  have  not  access  to  a file  of  our  reports. 
The  table  presents  a summary  of  the  progress  of  the  institution.  T m> 
statement  of  expenditures  are  taken  from  the  reports  of  the  proper  officers. 
The  expenses  for  the  last  year  are  found  by  deducting  from  the  whole  sum 
paid  out  the  value  of  material  on  hand : 


Years. 

Expenses. 

Reports. 

No. 

of  Pupils. 

Enrolled. 

Admitted. 

No. 

By  whom  made. 

Yearly. 

Total. 

1837 

$7,907  51 

1 

The  Trustees 

11 

11 

11 

1838 

i4  j03  67 

2 

The  Trustees 

20 

4 

15 

1839 

13*196  22 

3 

The  Trustees . . 

21 

7 

22 

1840 

11,871  16 

4 

Mr.  Chapin 

25 

6 

28 

1841 

10*155  29 

5 

Mr.  Chapin..... 

50 

19 

47 

1842 

9,664  68 

6 

Mr.  Chapin 

56 

16 

63 

1843 

9,' 263  39 

7 

Mr.  Chapin 

58 

17 

80 

1844 

9*229  09 

8 

Mr.  Chapin 

65 

12 

92 

1845 

9*463  83 

0 

Mr.  Chapin  

68 

17 

109 

1846 

10,957  96 

10 

Chapin  and  Penniman 

73 

15 

124 

1847 

9,937  12 

11 

Mr.  Penniman 

68 

16 

140 

1848 

10^569  20 

12 

Mr.  McMillen 

73 

17 

157 

1849 

10*446  95 

13 

Mr.  McMillen. 

67 

14 

181 

1850 

10*630  50 

14 

Mr.  McMillen 

72 

14 

185 

1851 

11*101  93 

15 

Mr.  McMillen 

69 

14 

199 

1852 

11*952  09 

16 

Mr.  Harte 

69 

21 

230 

1853 

11,916  13 

17 

Mr.  Harte 

69 

11 

231 

1854 

11*828  66 

18 

Mr.  Harte 

64 

14 

245 

1855 

13,331  80 

19 

Mr.  Harte 

64 

22 

*267 

1856 

14^319  32 

20 

Mr.  Lord  

60 

13 

280 

1857 

15^996  47 

21 

Mr.  Lord  

93 

30 

310 

1858 

18*887  65 

22 

Mr.  Lord  

105 

22 

332 

1859 

16^202  19 

23 

Mr.  Lord  

120 

34 

366 

1860 

16*626  24 

24 

Mr.  Lord  

120 

17 

383 

1861 

16*885  91 

25 

Mr.  Lord  

120 

24 

407 

1862 

15,294  42 

26 

Mr.  Lord  

120 

25  * 

432 

1863 

17*849  85 

27 

Mr.  Lord  

120 

30 

462 

1864 

19,891  38 

28 

Mr.  Lord  

135 

39 

501 

1865 

26,301  86 

29 

Mr.  Lord  

137 

40 

54  L 

1866 

27*694  58 

30 

Mr.  Lord  

150 

44 

585 

1867 

31*003  18 

31 

Mr.  Lord  

145 

38 

623 

1868 

33*346  35 

32 

Mr.  Smead 

144 

29 

652 

1869 

31,772  90 

33 

Mr.  Smead ... 

125 

28 

6-0 

1870 

31,348  37 

34 

Mr.  Smead 

119 

27 

707 

1871 

31*162  47 

35 

Mr.  Smead 

122 

' 23 

730 

1872 

29,225  00 

36 

Mr.  Smead ... .... 

112 

32 

752 

1873 

31*596  50 

37 

Mr.  Smead 

114 

23 

STEWARDS  REPORT 


To  the  Trustees : 

Gentlemen  : I herewith  present  my  annual  report  of  the  finances  ot 
this  institution,  the  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  a list  of  all  the  pur- 
chases, during  the  year  ending  November  15,  1S73. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  W.  I1EYL,  Steward. 


CURRENT  EXPENSES. 

Balance  in  Treasury,  November  10,  1872 §7,000  00 

Appropriation  for  1873-74 18,000  00 

$25,000  00 

Drawn  by  Steward 23,000  00 

Balance  in  Treasury,  November  10,  1873 $2,000  00 

SALARIES. 

Balance  in  Treasury,  November  10,  1873 §2,023  88 

Appropriation  for  1873-74 7,915  00 

§10,538  88 

Drawn  by  Steward 8,512  50 


Balance  in  Treasury,  November  16,  1873 §2,026  38 

FURNISHING  NEW  BUILDING. 

Balance  in  Treasury,  November  10,  1872 §18,000  00 

Drawn  from  Treasury 8,594  50 


Balance  in  Treasury,  November  16,  1873 §9,405  50 


ORDINARY  REPAIRS,  CISTERNS,  GRADING  GROUNDS,  ETC. 


Appropriation §11,500  00 

Drawn  from  Treasury 11,268  04 

Balance  in  Treasury,  November  16, 1873 §231  96 


RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  NOVEMBER  15,  1873. 


Ibi lance  on  hand  Nov.  16, 1873.  §84  83 

Received  from  Treasury 23,000  00 

“ for  brooms 323  20 

“ beads  and  beak-work  186  10 

empty  barrels 13  75 

“ wood ....... 18  00 

“ wire 18  47 

“ postage  and  statiou'y  111  43 

slates H till 

“ old  harness 5 00 


§23,778  78 


Paid  current  expenses §23,770  93 


§23,-70  93 

Balance  on  hand 7 85 

§23,778  78 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Meat,  fresh  anil  salt $2,583  95 

Butter 1,605  77 

Fish 246  82 

Poultry 88  10 

Lard 251  00 

Bread,  crackers,  etc 689  23 

Flour 1,184  71 

Cheese  107  56 

Eggs 161  08 

Beans,  dried  corn,  etc 92  81 

Rice 19  03 

Sugar  and  molasses 994  30 

Tea  and  coffee 886  82 

Salt,  pepper  and  spice 49  77 

Apples  and  peaches 369  15 

Berries  49  10 

Apple  butter 33  20 

Vegetables  42  85 

Potatoes 408  71 

Onions 17  30 

Turnips 18  40 

Tomatoes 15  75 

Pickles 21  00 

Cabbage 19  50 

Pumpkins 7 00 

Dried  fruit 96  70 

Cream  tartar 5 00 

Wood 240  00 

Coal  2,177  47 

Brushes : 17  05 

Matches 4 65 

Soap 242  67 

Sand  10  00 

Tin  and  copper- ware 301  60 

Dr\  goods 298  73 

Broom  corn  and  handles » 398  87 

Broom  twine 35  11 

Freight  and  drayage 49  89 

Printing 91  00 

Writing-boards  and  slates 67  20 

Gas 389  30 

Oats,  bran  and  shorts 481  94 

Hay  and  straw 182  86 

Hardware,  glass  and  nails 192  67 

Traveling  expenses 14  65 

Sewing  machines 146  25 

Furniture 52  00 

Lumber 156  76 

Saw-dust 33  41 

Ice 108  00 

Sewer-pipe 46  77 

Books  and  stationery 249  82 

Postage  and  stamped  envelopes 132  64 

Shrubs 29  23 

Horse-shoeing  54  75 

Clock  6 50 

Pumps 14  00 

Music  and  instruments 83  90 

Wooden-ware 9 50 

Stone-ware 17  16 

Lithographing  new  building 200  00 

Plumbing  50  36 

Blacking  4 75 

Insuring  boilers 100  00 

Labor,  cleaning  cellars  in  new  building 652  76 

Drugs  and  medicines 180  28 

Broom  needles 10  30 
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Re-leatliering  and  stringing  eight  pianos 

Plowing  garden 

Cement  

Castings  for  furnaces 

Water 

Water-meter 

Brick . 

Whitewashing — — 

Rent  of  pasture 

Parlor  organs < 

Plow 

Oils,  paints,  etc - 

Tuning  pianos 

Harness  and  harness-work 

Door  rnatts . . - 

Wire 

Gum  hose... - — . 

Carpenter-work 

Crockery  

Carriage-work 

Indigo  — 

Wages 


$335  00 
8 00 
6 90 

59  75 
113  50 
210  00 

60  50 
■14  63 
75  00 

376  05 
21  00 
26  28 
18  25 
41  75 

8 30 
15  93 

9 20 
14  00 

145  85 
131  10 
5 79 
4,444  74 


ORDINARY  REPAIRS,  GRADING  GROUND,  CISTERNS,  ETC. 


Date. 

To  whom  paid. 

For  what  purpose. 

Amount. 

1872. 

Dec.  20 

Bomrn  & Field 

1st  estimate  for  cess  pits  and  drains 

$1,145  00 

(4  U 

3d  “ water-drains 

1 092  50 

ti  U 

2d  “ cess-pits  and  drains 

1,463  00 

1873. 

Jan.  23 

a ti 

4th  “ water-drains.  . 

570  00 

July  5 

n u 

6th  “ cess-pits  and  drains 

383  50 

23 

Win.  Harrison 

Gravel 

223  50 

G.  W.  Heyl 

Pay-roll  for  .Time  and  .Tilly 

470  50 

Sep.  17 

Patterson  & Mooreliead  .. 

Sewer-pipe 

267  06 

20 

Wm.  Harrison 

62  loads  gravel 

77  50 

G.  W.  Heyl 

Pay-roll  for  cisterns 

267  23 

it 

“ erradiiur  .. 

287  36 

24 

Schwartz  & Beck 

Building  cistern 

710  75 

Oct.  1 

G.  W.  Heyl 

Pay-roll  for  cistern 

66  31 

it 

grading 

it 

“ “ to  Sept.  20 

1,953  38 

9 

Patterson  & Moorehead  .. 

Sewer-pipe 

54  80 

18 

Schwartz  & Beck 

Labor  and  materials  on  cisterns  

1,039  85 

24 

Bomm  Field 

(l  (i  44 

55  40 

Nov.  11 

G.  W.  Heyl 

Pay-roll  for  grading 

620  Oil 

.1  Stenz  Co 

Lawn  grass  seed 

100  40 

Pleasants  Dinquist 

Repairing  tools  for  grueling 

14  75 

15 

Patterson  &.  Moorehead  .. 

Sewer-pipe 

4 < 48 

Total 

$1 1,268  04 
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FURNISHING  NEW  BUILDING. 


Date. 

To  wliom  paid. 

For  what  purpose. 

Amount. 

1873. 

Jan.  22 

Franklin  Machine  Co 

Labor  and  material  as  per  bill  . 

$640  26 

Mar.  19 

Isaac  B.  Potts 

a a u 

139  52 

Apr.  3 

Weinman  & Son 

Iron  pipe,  &c.,  for  laundry 

170  53 

June  17 

J.  Greenleaf  & Co 

Dry-goods 

403  30 

July  93 

J.  B.  Cranes  & Co 

Curled  hair  for  mattresses 

290  40 

Sep.  12 

Thos.  Gibson  & Co 

Labor  and  materials 

1,224  20 

15 

Halm,  Bellows  & Butler.. 

Furniture 

'491  80 

20 

W.  Newberry 

40^  days’  labor,  laundry 

112  75 

Osborn,  Kershaw  & Co. .. 

Prints 

64  18 

Oct,  24 

Boinm  & Field 

Labor  and  materials 

36  54 

28 

Columbus  Cabinet  Co 

Curled  hair  for  mattresses 

564  30 

Nov.  1 

Halm,  Bellows  & Butler.. 

Furniture 

1,748  17 

6 

Osborn,  Kershaw  & Co.. 

Carpets  and  mattings  

2,102  85 

11 

John  L.  Gill 

Stove  for  laundry 

41  25 

R.  B.  Adams  & Co 

Lumber  

76  49 

27 

C 0.  L.  Asylum 

Heater  ...  . 

115  20 

T.  B.  Potts  " 

PI  mn  hi  nor  materials 

372  76 

Total 

$8,594  38 

PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  INSTITUTION  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  NOVEMBER  15,  1873. 


Names. 

Occupation. 

Compensation. 

Geo.  L.  Smead 

Superintendent 

$1,200  00  per  annum. 

Claude  Wilson 

Teacher 

850  00  “ 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Heyl  

(< 

500  00  “ 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Smead 

U 

500  00  “ 

Miss  Nellie  B.  Holt 

K 

500  00  “ 

Miss  R.  C.  Bartlett.. 

i( 

100  00  “ 

Geo.  B.  Lindsay 

U 

500  00  “ 

H.  J.  Notbnagel 

u of  music ... 

1,000  00  “ 

J.  S.  Van  Cleve 

ic  it 

'300  00  “ 

Henry  Hauenstein 

of  mechanics . 

900  00  “ 

Dr.  J.  W.  Hamilton  

Physician 

300  00  “ 

G.  W.  Heyl  

Steward 

800  00  “ 

Miss  O.  M.  Brown.. 

Matron 

400  00  “ 

Miss  M.  L.  McKibben 

Asst,  matron  

300  00  “ 

Miss  Libbie  Carlisle. 

Housekeeper 

300  00  “ 

Miss  Jane  Munuell 

Visitor’s  attendant 

100  00  “ 

Miss  Louise  Theis 

Seamstress 

20  00  per  month. 

Charles  Biehl 

Engineer 

70  00  * “ 

J acob  Ra u ...  ....  ...... 

Fireman 

35  00  “ 

Andrew  Vol It  

Hostler  

35  00 

Sebastian  Eisel  

Watchman 

43  75  “ 

James  Oliver 

Porter  

18  00  “ 

Lllift  

Cook  

15  00  “ 

Julia  Sullivan 

Baker 

15  00  “ 

Mary  Lane 

Laundress  

3 00  per  week. 

iVfn.ry  Riley 

4( 

3 00  - “ 

Rp.ftsift  lVfr.fi-ra.tih . . 

u 

3 00  “ 

T ,mi  Mr  Bride ... 

In  dining-room 

2 50  “ 

Mary  Karo* 

U 

2 50  “ 

Matilda  Strong  . .. 

U 

2 50  “ 

Anna,  Carr 

Chambermaid 

2 50  “ 

Anna.  Fortune  

U 

2 50  “ 

2 B.  A. 


PUPILS  OP  1872  AND  1873 


MALES. 


Name. 


Post-Office. 


CorsiTY. 


Hanker,  Samuel 

“Barber,  Alonzo  D 

Bender,  John  W 

Bitzer,  John  W 

•Blythe,  Charles  T 

Boesh,  Henry 

Brennan,  Daniel  

Brock,  William  II 

•Bnrwell,  John  L 

•Cain,  Roger 

•Church,  David  C 

Clark,  John 

Cow  per,  Thomas 

Cronin,  Jeremiah 

Custer,  William  E 

Dalgarn,  Willim  M 

Doak,  John  C A 

Doherty,  Wilbur  C 

Farmer,  Samuel 

Fellers,  George  W 

•Ferciot,  Charles  F 

Foreman  Jonathan 

( Irubb',  Albert  H 

Guillieme,  Joseph 

Gurnea,  J.  W 

Hagerman,  J.  W 

Heinline,  George 

Henson,  William  H 

Herman,  Emil 

Hubbard,  Harry 

Inglehart,  Frank 

“Johnson,  H.  F 

Keiper,  Martin 

Kelley,  John 

Lamb,  Lafayette 

Lawrence,  James 

Lnnib,  Frank 

Mahar,  Dennis 

Martin,  John  P 

Martin,  Peter 

Mayhugh,  Alfred 

Maxwell,  Daniel 

McCan,  David  W 

McConnell,  Robert  P 

MeMillen,  Sylvester 

McMillen,  Jesse 

McNeil,  Charles 

Meiley,  Alfred  M 

Minehart,  Emannel 

Moore,  Arthur 

Moore,  John  V .. 

•Packard,  Myron  A 

Passarg,  Charles 


Iron  Furnace  . . 
East  Townsend 

Cleveland  

Cardington 

Pioneer 

Cleveland  

Carthage 

Cuyahoga  Falls 

Loudon  vi  lie 

Vienna  

Wilmington  ... 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Springfield 

Delphos 

Yellow  Bud 

Orange  

Groveport 

Harmar 

Circleville 

Lovett’s  Grove  . 

Murdoch  

Beverly 

Fayetteville  ... 

Urban a 

Huntersville  ... 

Biidgeport 

Cincinnati 

Independence . . 
Cuyahoga  Falls 

Toledo 

Locust  Grove  .. 

Cleveland 

Urban  a 

Greenville 

Cincinnati 

Neptune 

Akron 

Nelson 

Cincinnati 


West  Jefferson 
West  Jefferson 

Cleveland 

Dunkirk 

Dunkirk 


Columbus  .. 

Basil 

Circleville  .. 
Cincinnati  .. 
Youngstown 
Columbia... 


Scioto. 

Huron. 

Cuyahoga. 

Morrow. 

Williams. 

Cuyahoga. 

Hamilton. 

Summit. 

Ashland. 

Trumbull. 

Clinton. 

Hamilton. 

Cuyahoga. 

Clarke. 

Van  Wert. 
Ross. 

Shelby. 

Franklin. 

Washington. 

Pickaway. 

Wood. 

Warren. 

Washington. 

Brown. 

Champaign. 

Hardin. 

Belmont. 

Hamilton. 

Cuyahoga. 

Summit. 

Lucas. 

Adams. 

Cuyahoga. 

Champaign. 

Darke. 

Hamilton. 

Mercer. 

Summit. 

Portage. 

Hamilton. 


Madison. 

Madison. 

Cuyahoga. 

Hardin. 

Hardin. 


Franklin. 

Fairfield. 

Pickaway. 

Hamilton. 

Mahoning. 

Hamilton. 
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MALES — Continued. 


Name. 

Post-Office. 

County. 

Patterson,  Charles  

Ironton 

Lawrence. 

Pearl,  E M 

Berlin  Heights 

Erie. 

Pelley,  George 

Columbus 

Franklin. 

Porter,  B.  W 

Marathon  

Clermont. 

*Quinn,  Luke 

Chillicothe 

Ross. 

Raifsnyder,  Willie  H 

Canton 

Stark. 

Ruse,  John 

Wilmington 

Clinton. 

Schoby,  Ellis  W 

Cincinnati 

Hamilton. 

Shivelv,  John  W 

Delaware 

Shoup,  Henry 

Ottawa  

Putnam. 

Sims,  Charles 

Crestline 

Crawford. 

Smith,  Chester 

Hanover 

Lickiu  <r 

*Smitli,  Nelson 

Cleveland 

Cuyahoga. 

Sponsel,  Joseph 

Cincinnati  

Ham  ill  on. 

Scegman.  Michael 

Cincinnati  

Hamilton. 

Tipton,  Henry 

Bremen 

Fairiield. 

Thomas,  Frank  C. 

Stow 

Summit. 

Trisler,  Maxwell 

Moscow 

Clermont. 

Vaugku,  Charlesj .... 

Cincinnati  

Hamilton. 

Walt,  Martin 

South  Pendleton 

Hamilton. 

Weeks,  William 

Columbus  

Franklin. 

Welton,  John  C ... 

Nebraska 

Pickaway. 

West, Eddie. 

Martinsburg 

Knox. 

Yarnell,  George 

N.  Salem 

Guernsey. 

FEMALES. 


* Adams,  Almeda  W 

Urbana  

Bristol ville - 

Pa.rnes,  Elbe 

Bartlett - 

Cleves 

Frazeysburg 

Entler,  Abbie __ 

Belleville 

Westerville 

Urbana 

Only,  Lizzie  P 

Ironton 

Cincinnati 

Toledo 

Driver,  Annie  

Driver,  Mary.L 

Pleasant  Ridge - 

Enrmer,  Tmabel 

Harmar 

Eerrell  Her  tie  L. 

Manchester 

Newark  

Fnl ford,  Sara.li  

Youngstown 

Cutler 

N.  Fairfield 

Cincinnati 

Mingo  

Harrison 

Fitchville 

Edgerton 

Dresden 

Cincinnati 

W arnock - 

Cincinnati 

Columbus 

Brownhelm 

Mt.  Vernon - 

Cincinnati 

Marquis,  Henrietta 

Cincinnati 

Champaign. 

Trumbull. 

Washington. 

Hamilton. 

Muskingum. 

Richland. 

Franklin. 

Champaign. 

Lawrence. 

Hamilton. 

Lucas. 


Hamilton. 

Washington. 

Adams. 

Licking. 

Mahoning. 

Washington. 

Huron. 

Hamilton. 

Jefferson. 

Hamilton. 

Huron . 

Williams. 

Muskingum. 

Hamilton. 

Belmont. 

Hamilton. 

Franklin. 

Lorain. 

Knox, 

Hamilton. 

Hamilton. 
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FEMALES — Continued. 


Name. 

Post-Office. 

County. 

MeAdno,  Cora  M. 

Scio  .... ...... ...... 

Harri  son. 

MeOrnry,  Rlioda 

Mungen 

Wood. 

Afi'Orath,  Maggie 

London .... ..  - 

Madison. 

\fpNftil.  Marv 

Delaware 

Delaware. 

jVfyp.r  Dftllift  A. 

Attica 

Seneca. 

Mv^rs,  Clara  .1 

Circleville 

Pickaway. 

Guernsey. 

Pickaway. 

Jefferson. 

Newborn,  Tda  Mav 

Washington 

No>vman,  Mary  ,T. 

Nebraska .... ..  - 

Steubenville 

New  Alexandria.... 

Jefferson. 

Democracy ......  

Knox. 

Tallin  ad ge  

Summit. 

Gibsonville 

Hocking. 

Washington. 

Trumbull. 

Pinlinnk  Vloronoo.. 

Marietta 

Hubbard - 

N orwood ......  

Hamilton. 

Selden,  Millie  E. 

Mayfield 

Cuyahoga. 

Franklin. 

ftipprftrJM  ary 

Milliards 

Oak  Harbor 

Ottawa. 

Sliaronville  

Hamilton. 

Spohrij  Dora  A. 

Aberdeen  .... .......... 

Brown. 

Beloit 

Mahoning. 

Muskingum. 

Cuyahoga. 

1 1 olnifis. 

Stewart  Sarah  A. __ 

Bridgeville  ......  ...... .... . .... 

Xftrrftllj  Tjfittift 

Cleveland  ...... ......  

Tntth*  Katirt  S.  . 

Hojinenvillo ....  ......  

TTnihftnhAnr,  Susan  K. 

Pioneer 

Williams. 

AVolohj  .Tofiin  M.  __ 

Somerset^ ....  ......  

Perry. 

Wyandot. 

Ashtabula. 

Wetterour,  Mary 

Upper  Sandusky  .... 

Whifrnoy,  Carr  in  T\  _ 

Anstinhnrg  ......  ...... 

Males 77 

Females 64 

Total  from  November,  1872,  to  November,  1873 141 


New  pupils. 


PHYSICIAN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees  : 

It  is  a pleasant  duty  to  be  able  to  report  another  year  of  general  good 
health  among  our  pupils.  They  have  had  the  usual  amount  of  malarial 
and  catarrhal  disease,  none  of  which  was  serious.  In  October  and  No- 
vember last  we  had  thirteen  cases  of  measles ; all  the  patients  made  good 
recoveries.  Following  these,  in  the  month  of  December,  three  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  occurred.  These,  too,  did  well. 

Our  good  health  is  the  more  remarkable  because  of  the  disturbed  con- 
dition of  the  surrounding  grounds  incidental  to  the  improvements  in 
progress. 

Respectfully, 

J.  W.  HAMILTON,  M.D.,  Physician . 

December  8,  1873. 


SUGGESTIONS. 


To  the  Parents  and  Guardians  of  Blind  Children  and  Youth  : 

The  age  at  which  it  i*  best  for  children  to  enter  the  Institution  depends 
very  much  upon  the  circumstances  ot  the  families  to  which  they  belong. 
If  they  can  be  under  good  iutiumices  at  home,  can  have  the  care  of  mother 
and  sisters,  can  take  exercise  in  the  open  air,  can  be  taught  the  use  of 
words,  can  learn  to  count,  and  to  perform  some  of  the  operations  in  arith- 
metic, and  commence  learning  to  read,  it  is  unquestionably  better  tor 
them  to  remain  at  home  until  they  are  ten,  or  perhaps  twelve  years  old  ; 
but  it  they  cannot  receive  proper  care,  and  be  taught  some  of  these 
things,  they  should  come  at  the  age  of  eight  or  nine  years.  Those  who 
enter  at  this  early  age  need  not  necessarily  attend  every  year  until  their 
pulpilage  expires.  After  learning  to  read,  and  making  a good  beginning 
in  other  studies,  they  may  spend  a year  at  home  now  and  then,  and  by  a 
little  aid  from  their  iriends,  may  be  constantly  improving,  or,  at  least,  be 
prevented  from  forgetting  what  they  have  learned. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  things  which  may  be  learned  at  their 
homes,  as  well  as  after  they  enter  the  institution. 

1.  To  count  and  number,  and  to  add,  subtract,  multiply  and  divide,  etc. 

2.  The  multiplication  table. 

3.  To  spell  common  words,  beginning  with  monosyllables. 

4.  The  meaning  of  common  words. 

5.  The  letters  in  raised  print. 

G.  Items  of  general  information  ; every  blind  child  of  six  or  seven 
years  old  should  know  Ike  points  of  the  compass,  the  name  of  the  town, 
county  and  State  in  which  he  lives,  the  number  of  counties  in  the  State, 
and  of  States  in  the  Union,  etc. 

7.  Facts  in  geography  and  history  may  be  added  as  they  can  be  under- 
stood. 

<S.  Hymns,  verses  of  Scripture,  and  select  passages  of  prose  and  poetry, 
which  they  can  understand,  should  be  committed  to  memory  ; these  will 
furnish  them  subjects  of  thought  when  theyT  are  alone,  of  conversation 
when  they  afe  in  company. 

!).  Singing  common  tunes,  or  playing  some  simple  instrument. 

10.  There  is  no  reason  why  a blind  child  should  not  commence  attend- 
ing the  district  or  other  school,  with  his  seeing  brothers  and  sisters,  and 
take  part  in  the  exercises  in  spelling,  mental  arithmetic,  geography,  etc., 
indeed,  in  every  thing  except  reading. 

Blind  children  can  learn  everything  which  can  be  taught  by  conversa- 
tion, and  by  giving  the  n an  opportunity  to  examine  and  handle  objects, 
just  as  well  as  those  who  have  sight ; and  there  is  no  reason  why  their 
education  should  not  be  commenced  as  early  as  that  of  seeing  children  is. 
Indeed,  instead  of  being  neglected  because  they  are  blind,  they  should  be 
taught  with  more  care.  During  the  last  ten  years,  the  parents  of  a num- 
ber of  blind  children  have  written  to  me,  as  here  requested,  and  then  pur- 
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sued  the  course  above  recommended , the  result  is  that  their  children 
enter  the  Institution  with  as  much  knowledge  and  discipline  as  they  could 
acquire  in  one  or  two  years  of  tuition  here,  and  their  future  progress  is 
much  more  easy  and  rapid  than  that  of  those  who  have  had  no  such 
training  at  home. 

I will  furnish  a copy  of  the  Alphabet,  in  raised  print,  to  the  parents  of 
any  blind  child  who  will  give  me  their  names  and  post  office  address,  and 
shall  take  great  pleasure  in  giving  information  which  they  may  wish  in 
relation  to  books  or  other  things  pertaining  to  the  instruction  of  such 
children  at  home,  or  in  regard  to  their  admission  to  the  Institution.  For 
such  information,  please  address  G.  L.  Sinead,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

After  pupils  have  eutered  the  institution,  it  is  important  that  they 
should  be  preseut  every  day  while  they  profess  to  attend.  There  is  but 
one  session  in  the  year.  On  account  of  the  discomfort  and  the  greater 
risk  of  health,  etc.,  to  the  blind  from  traveling  in  winter,  it  has  never 
been  customary  to  have  a vacation  or  recess  at  i lie  holidays,  and  parents 
are  earnestly  advised  not  to  encourage  their  children  to  think  of  visiting 
home  at  that  time.  We  observe,  as  holidays,  Tnauksgiviug,  Christmas, 
February  22d  and  May  day ; these  we  endeavor  to  make  as  pleasant  to  the 
pupils  as  possible.  Between  Christmas  and  New  Year,  the  classes  go  on 
as  at  other  times,  and  scholars  cannot  be  absent  for  a week  or  more  then, 
without  great  loss  to  themselves  and  great  inconvenience  to  teachers; 
much  greater  than  would  be  the  case  with  other  scholars,  because  here 
the  instruction  is  given  almost  entirely  by-the  teacher,  and  the  scholar 
who  is  absent  cannot  make  up  the  missing  lessons  by  studyiug  them  from 
books.  The  only  possible  way  is  for  the  teacher  to  sit  down  and  do  all 
the  work  over  again.  If  this  is  not  done,  the  pupil  must  suffer  the  incon- 
venience of  his  loss  during  the  remainder  of  the  term. 

It  has  been  our  constant  aim  to  secure  to  our  pupils  the  greatest  possi- 
ble amount  of  benefit  from  the  limited  time  allowed  them  here.  For  this 
purpose,  after  our  younger  pupils  have  attended  one  or  two  years,  they 
are  advised  to  remain  at  home  a year  or  more,  and,  if  practicable  to  at- 
tend school  with  their  seeing  brothers  and  sisters.  Many  have  done  this, 
and,  instead  of  forgetting  what  they  acquired  here,  have  learned  half  or 
two  thirds  as  much  as  they  would  have  done  in  our  classes.  Beside  the 
advantage  gained  from  their  greater  maturity  when  they  return,  and  the 
consequent  ability  to  understand  better  what  is  here  taught,  and  to  ap- 
preciate the  valuable  opportunities  the  Institution  affords,  these  children 
learn  much  by  thus  associating  with  other  children  ; the  tendency  to  imi- 
tate manners  or  habits  peculiar  to  the  blind  is  obviated. 

The  same  plan  has  been  pursued  by  our  older  pupils,  especially  those 
who  expect  to  engage  in  teaching  ; and  it  has  been  found  that,  by  remain- 
ing at  home  a year  or  more,  before  spending  the  last  year  of  their  pupilage, 
reviewing  and  digesting  what  they  had  learned,  ascertaining  their  deficien- 
cies, etc.,  they  are  able,  when  they  return,  to  accomplish  as  much  during 
their  last  year  as  they  might  have  done  in  two,  had  they  not  allowed  their 
minds  thus  to  mature. 

The  blind  are,  for  the  most  part,  to  spend  their  lives  among  those  who 
have  sight.  It  should  be  the  aim  of  all  who  have  the  oversight  of  them 
to  render  them  as  much  like  the  seeing  as  possible.  They  should  be  care- 
fully guarded  against  forming  any  habits  which  will  be  disagreeable  to 
others.  The  blind  are  always  noticed  by  strangers,  and  their  manners 
and  habits  observed  more  particularly  than  those  of  other  persons  ; hence 
it  is  a very  great  kindness  to  them  to  prevent  them  from  acquiring  uu- 
sigh tly  habits,  or  ro  correct  them  if  such  have  been  formed. 
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Parents  should  be  especially  careful  to  prevent  their  boys  from  forming 
the  habit  of  using  tobacco  ; its  influence  on  all  who  begin  to  use  it  before 
reaching  maturity  is  especially  injurious,  but  it  is  even  more  so  to  the 
blind  than  to  most  others.  Be  assured  it  is  no  kindness  to  them  to  be 
allowed  to  form  any  such  habits. 

Much  effort  has  been  used  to  make  the  opportunities  here  provided 
known  to  the  adult  blind,  and  to  induce  them  to  enter  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  loss  of  sight.  The  importance  of  beginning,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
to  labor  as  blind  men,  cannot  easily  be  over  estimated.  Every  month’s 
delay  renders  it  more  difficult  tor  them  to  learn,  and  makes  them  more 
awkward,  to  say  nothin,,  of  the  moral  influence  of  idleness,  and  the  feeling 
of  helplessness  and  dependence  which  must  attend  the  person  who  feels 
that  he  is  doing  nothing  for  himself  or  others. 

It  has  been  customary  to  encourage  our  workmen  to  locate  in  the 
neighborhood  in  which  they  are  acquainted,  rather  than  to  look  to  the 
institution  for  employment,  or  to  seek  it  in  larger  towns.  The  wisdom 
of  this  plan  is  proved  by  the  experience  of  every  year.  A village  of  a 
tew  hundred  inhabitants,  with  the  surrounding  country  population,  will 
usually  furnish  employment  tor  a broom- maker  during  the  year,  and  the 
adjacent  country  will,  in  most  parrs  of  the  State,  produce  all  the  broom- 
corn  he  will  need,  so  that  he  can  obtain  his  material  at  very  little  cost 
tor  transportation.  For  the  last  twelve  or  fifteen  years  hardly  an  individ- 
ual ot  ordinary  force  ot  character  who  has  pursued  this  course,  and 
labored  with  perseverance  and  industry,  has  failed  to  make  a respectable 
livelihood,  wnile  many  have  succeeded  as  well  as  the  average  of  seeing 
persons. 

The  experience  of  many  men  warrants  the  statement  that  any  blind 
man  who  has  energy,  and  is  disposed  to  be  industrious,  can  in  a short 
time  learn  to  make  corn  brooms,  and  become  able  to  support  himself. 
The  machinery  necessary  to  carry  on  this  business  costs  only  forty-five 
dollars.  there  are  now  in  the  State  many  blind  persons  who  are  earning 
from  $300  to  $300,  or  more,  each  year,  instead  of  being  supported  in 
idleness,  at  a cost  to  their  friends  of  $200  to  $300  per  year. 


Acknowledgement. — For  t lie  following  papers  and  periodicals,  sent 
gratuitously  to  the  institution,  the  proprietors  will  please  accept  the 
thanks  of  officers  and  pupils  : 

Weekly  Cincinnati  Times,  Cincinnati  Weekly  Gazette,  Ladies’  Repos- 
itory, V\  estern  Christian  Advocate,  Herald  and  Presbyter,  Christian 
Press,  Religious  Telescope  (Dayton),  Cleveland  Herald,  Geauga  Demo- 
crat, Stark  County  Democrat,  Highland  News,  Ohio  Educational  Monthly, 
Christian  Standard,  Wadsworth  Enterprise,  and  Ohio  Statesman. 

The  publishers  of  these  papers,  and  those  of  others  who  are  willing  so 
to  do,  w ill  confer  a great  favor  by'  forwarding  their  publications  during 
the  coming  year. 


TERMS  OE  ADMISSION,  Etc. 


Applications  for  admission  should  be  addressed  to  the  “ Superintendent 
of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Columbus,  Ohio,”  and  should  state  the 
name,  residence  and  postoffice  of  the  applicants  parent  or  guardian,  and 
the  supposed  cause  of  blindness.  Applicants  must  be  between  the  ages 
of  six  and  twenty-one  years.  They  cau  attend  for  such  a portion  of  rhe 
time  till  they  are  twenty-one  as  their  abilities  and  improvements  seem, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Trustees  and  Superintendent,  'o  warrant. 

Persons  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  if  free  from  bad  habits,  cau  enter 
the  institution  for  one  year  to  learn  a trade.  Persons  of  this  class  have 
an  opoortunity  to  hear  instructive  reading  in  the  evening;  they  are 
expected  to  be  present  at  morning  and  evening  worship,  and  to  attend 
church  on  the  Sabbath,  like  other  pupils.  A man  of  active  mind,  and 
some  acquaintance  with  the  use  of  tools,  cau  learn  to  make  corn-brooms 
in  three  or  four  months  ; some  have  done  it  in  half  that  time.  Those 
who  have  recently  lost  their  sight,  and  who  wish  to  learn  a trade,  should 
come  here  as  soon  as  possible ; every  month’s  delay  renders  it  more  diffi- 
cult to  learn. 

For  residents  of  the  State  the  school  is  free,  no  charge  being  made  for 
board  or  tuition  ; but  parents  and  guardians  must  provide  their  children 
with  good  and  suitable  clothing,  and  pay  their  traveling  expenses,  and 
should  also  deposit  with  the  Steward  a small  sum  for  occasional  expenses. 
For  pupils  residing  out  of  the  State,  the  terms  are  one  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars  per  annum,  payable  half  yearly  in  advance. 

The  term  commences  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  September,  and 
closes  the  third  Wednesday  in  June.  The  proper  time  for  admission  is 
at  the  commencement  of  the  term. 

Vacation  continues  twelve  weeks — from  the  close  of  the  term  in  June 
until  the  second  Wednesday  in  September.  Pupils  are  expected  to  spend 
the  vacation  at  home,  or  with  their  friends. 

When  boxes  or  packages  are  seut  to  pupils,  a letter  should  at  the  same 
time  be  seut  by  mail,  stating  distinctly  how  the  same  is  to  come,  whether 
by  stage , or  express , or  as  f reight,  and  what  route. 

All  letters  to  pupils  should  have  after  the  name  this  address — 

(Blind  Asylum), 
Columbus,  Ohio. 


3 B.  A. 


